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Real Heroes from the South announced
~ These are people who with their ability to touch many human lives gave them a whole new meaning to live~
Mumbai, March 10, 2010:  These are the people who have a story to tell about how their strength, courage and determination kept them going.  In an effort to salute these Real heroes of the nation, IBN18 the No.1 News Network & Reliance Industries Ltd, are proud to announce the Real Heroes from the South zone. These heroes will be awarded for selflessly dedicating their lives towards the betterment of society. The Real Heroes from South Zone will be felicitated in the following categories Women Welfare, Social Welfare, Health and Disability, Youth, Education & Children and Sports.
Real Heroes is about ordinary humans who have done extraordinary things and they are the unsung heroes of Independent India, Real Heroes for the year 2010 from the South Zone are-:

· P Gopinath - Women’s Welfare 
He’s a master weaver and a Padmashree awardee from Kerala. 30 years ago, P Gopinath laid the foundation of his handloom consortium at a village near Trivandrum. He brought together 30 women of his village as the “Mahila Samajam” and gifted them his plot of land to set up looms and taught them weaving. Today almost 1000 women work on 600 looms. Improving lives of these women has meant better, happier lives for their children.

· T. Raja - Social Welfare
An errant child, T Raja, found himself living on the streets of Chennai. His parents had given up on him and he was given to stealing and substance abuse. By the time he was 15, Raja was behind bars but the two months in jail changed him. Once out he started driving an auto rickshaw to earn a living. As he drove through the city, images of poor and homeless kept reminding him of the drudgery and neglect that he had once been a part of.  Raja then set up the Home of Hope to give street dwellers a shelter. Over the years more than 3000 people have been looked after by Raja at this home. 

· Sujatha Bhat & Kalpana Mallya from ‘Asha Jeevan’ - Social Welfare
For more than 90 senior citizens in Bangalore, Asha Jeevan is their only family and their only home. The home was started in 2000 by Sujatha Bhat and Kalpana Mallya. They also take care of partially disabled and bedridden elders. Sujatha and Kalpana have made Asha Jeevan a safe haven, a comfort zone that brings meaning and dignity to the lives of senior citizens in their twilight years.   

· Dr. Chandrasekhar Sankurathri - Social welfare
After losing his wife and two children to terrorist bombings aboard a flight from Ottawa to Mumbai in 1985, Dr. Chandra lost the will to live.  He quit his job as biologist in Ottawa, and returned to his village in Andhra Pradesh.  It is here that he found a reason to live. He set up the Sarada School in 1992. Named after his daughter, it has helped educate more than 1200 students. He also started the Srikiran Eye hospital, named after his late 4 yr old son. 90% of cataract surgeries performed in this hospital are free of cost. 

· Uma Preman - Health and Disability
Uma Preman lost her husband to tuberculosis, due to lack of diagnosis and treatment. In her loss she found the mission of her life.  She set up free medical information cum care centre in the memory of her husband. The centre provides information to patients and helps them raise money for treatment. It has already facilitated 500 kidney transplants and 2,000 heart surgeries and mobilized more than 8 crores in aid for poor patients. Uma Preman even donated her own kidney to save a patient’s life.

· Aata Oda Naata  - Sports
Aata Oda Naata is an NGO that aims at spreading sports awareness among economically backward children. The NGO was formed when three sports buddies came together. Sheetal Mahendra, Navin Bhargav and Ashwin Shinde were once cricket, handball and baseball players themselves.  They identified young sports enthusiasts in the slums of Bangalore and began training them. Today, some of these children have made it to the football academy of the Sports Authority of India while others are being trained in athletics. 

These Real Heroes who are working tirelessly, to provide unique solutions for issues impacting the community will be awarded a trophy and a cash prize of Rs.5 lakhs each at Real Heroes Awards ceremony.

Speaking on the initiative, Nita Ambani, President, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation said, “The Real Heroes epitomize the human spirit of believing in ourselves and how the power of such belief can bring about lasting changes and dignity to the lives of others. With exceptional insights, extraordinary conviction and exemplary quest for service, they have galvanized thousands of people to take on daunting challenges and to turn the seemingly impossible into possible. It is truly inspiring to see how deftly they have combined the power of creativity and compassion to provide a lifeline to many and stimulus to millions. The Real Heroes initiative salutes the power of leadership in making a difference and acknowledges the audacity of these heroes’ imagination and the passionate engagement with their dreams – all geared towards unleashing people’s potential. We are proud to be part of this initiative in association with CNN-IBN, for the third year in a row.”
Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, IBN18 Network added, “I would like to take this opportunity to commend the efforts of these Real Heroes who embody the spirit of selfless dedication to the service of others. These men and women who have been toiling ceaselessly in the cause of others without any expectation of reward or recognition are truly deserving of our heartfelt respect. I salute these Real Heroes and am sure they will serve as a source of inspiration to many others”.
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"ibn18 Broadcast Limited is proposing, subject to market conditions and other considerations, an offer of its equity shares on rights basis and has filed a Draft Letter of Offer with the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI"). The Draft Letter of Offer is available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and the website of the Lead Manager at www.icicisecurities.com. Investors should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and are requested to refer to the section titled "Risk Factors" of the Draft Letter of Offer for details of the same." 
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