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24 unsung heroes of Independent India honoured
~ CNN-IBN & RIL presents Real Heroes Awards in a glittering ceremony in Mumbai ~
Mumbai, March 10, 2010: IBN18 India’s leading No 1 News Network and Reliance Industries Limited, India’s largest private sector enterprise lauded 24 Real Heroes of India in an award ceremony held in Mumbai. These unsung heroes of our country were recognised for their selfless work in promoting the welfare of others in the presence of the crème de la crème of the nation. These exceptional individuals who have worked tirelessly for the betterment of society with unwavering determination and courage were felicitated with a trophy and a cash prize of Rs. 5 lakhs each.
Potential Real Heroes who will serve as a source of inspiration to thousands of other Indians are identified by the nationwide network of IBN18 reporters. The CNN-IBN editorial board shortlisted 24 Real Heroes from across India (6 from each zone) North, South, East & West and their work is classified under one of these categories: Women Welfare, Social Welfare, Health and Disability, Youth, Education and Children & Sports. 
Mrs. Nita Ambani and  Mr. Mukesh Ambani, Celebrated actor Mr. Aamir Khan, legendry film maker Mr. Yash Chopra and cricketing legend, Mr. Sachin Tendulkar who have lent their support to a number of social causes were the Chief Guests at the ceremony. In addition the Indian Premier League’s Mumbai Indians cricket team was also present to extend their support for and applaud the work of these Real Heroes. 
Speaking on the occasion Nita Ambani, President, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation said, “The Real Heroes epitomize the human spirit of believing in ourselves and how the power of such belief can bring about lasting changes and dignity to the lives of others. With exceptional insights, extraordinary conviction and exemplary quest for service, they have galvanized thousands of people to take on daunting challenges and to turn the seemingly impossible into possible. It is truly inspiring to see how deftly they have combined the power of creativity and compassion to provide a lifeline to many and stimulus to millions. The Real Heroes initiative salutes the power of leadership in making a difference and acknowledges the audacity of these heroes’ imagination and the passionate engagement with their dreams – all geared towards unleashing people’s potential. We are proud to be part of this initiative in association with CNN-IBN, for the third year in a row”
Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, IBN18 Network added, “Each one of these real heroes have performed extraordinary feats to promote the welfare of their fellow citizens and society as a whole. Their path wasn’t easy and they have battled tremendous odds ranging from personal tragedy to social opposition and financial constraints. Yet the flame to make a positive impact has continued to burn bright and they have truly been the instruments of change who have made this world a better place with their deeds of quiet determination and silent courage. I would like to thank all our distinguished guests for their presence here in support of the Real Heroes of our nation”.
About Network18

Network18 [BSE: 532798,NSE: Network18] is one of India's leading full play media conglomerates with interests in television, print, internet, filmed entertainment, mobile content and allied businesses. Through its holding in Television Eighteen India Ltd (TV18) [BSE: 532299, NSE: TV-18], Network18 operates India’s leading business news television channels, CNBC-TV18 and CNBC Awaaz. It also runs one of India’s largest Internet players - Web18, as well as one of India’s leading real time financial information and news terminals - Newswire18. TV18 has recently expanded into print with Infomedia18, a newly formed entity following the acquisition of Infomedia, India's leading player in the special interest publishing and printing operations space.TV18 has also announced collaboration with Forbes media for the launch of a business magazine in India. Through its holding in ibn18 Broadcast Ltd (ibn18) [BSE: 532800,NSE: ibn18], Network18 operates in the general news and entertainment space with leading general news channels CNN-IBN and IBN7 and has launched IBN Lokmat, a Marathi news channel in partnership with the Lokmat group. ibn18 also operates a joint venture with Viacom, called Viacom18 which houses the MTV, VH1 and Nickelodeon channels in India - as also Studio18, the Group’s filmed entertainment operation and has launched ‘Colors’, a Hindi general entertainment channel. Additionally, Network18 holds the Group’s online & on-air home shopping venture, Homeshop18 and its full spectrum events management venture, E18.
Disclaimer: 

"ibn18 Broadcast Limited is proposing, subject to market conditions and other considerations, an offer of its equity shares on rights basis and has filed a Draft Letter of Offer with the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI"). The Draft Letter of Offer is available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and the website of the Lead Manager at www.icicisecurities.com. Investors should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and are requested to refer to the section titled "Risk Factors" of the Draft Letter of Offer for details of the same." 
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