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Real Heroes in Women’s Welfare Category Announced
~To be felicitated for outstanding work in improving the state of women~
Mumbai, March 10, 2010: Recognising the efforts of individuals who worked for the betterment of women’s lives, IBN18 India’s No 1 News Network and Reliance Industries Limited, are proud to announce the third edition of Real Heroes, an annual celebration of the outstanding efforts of the common citizens who have been silently and selflessly working for the betterment of society. This year three of these Real Heroes will be lauded in the Women’s Welfare category for their exceptional work in improving the condition of women.     
Despite various political measures to promote the welfare of women and greater education about equal rights for both genders, women continue to remain the subject of multi fold forms of exploitation. The Real Heroes for the year 2010 who will be commended for their efforts in promoting the advancement of women in various areas are:
· Biro Bala Rabha
Biro's battle began when an exorcist declared her mentally disturbed son possessed and sentenced him to death. Biro who until then was an ordinary housewife, fought for her son’s life and also took on the community in Goalpara district of Assam for branding women as witches and then sentencing them to death. Her campaign across villages resulted in collective action being taken against these barbaric practices. 

· Ram Snehi 
The Bedia community in Madhya Pradesh is bound by a regressive tradition - the eldest daughter goes into prostitution to earn for the family. Ram Snehi was appalled by this custom and then decided to start an Ashram for them in Morena. The girls are made to study and prepare for a better life.

· P Gopinath
He’s a master weaver and a Padmashree awardee from Kerala. 30 years ago, P Gopinathan laid the foundation of his handloom consortium at a village near Trivandrum. He brought together 30 women of his village as the “Mahila Samajam” and gifted them his plot of land to set up looms and taught them weaving. Today almost 1000 women work on 600 looms. Improving lives of these women has meant better, happier lives for their children.

These Real Heroes who are working tirelessly, to provide unique solutions for issues impacting the community will be awarded a trophy and a cash prize of Rs.5 lakhs each at Real Heroes Awards ceremony.

Speaking on the initiative, Nita Ambani, President, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation said “The Real Heroes epitomize the human spirit of believing in ourselves and how the power of such belief can bring about lasting changes and dignity to the lives of others. With exceptional insights, extraordinary conviction and exemplary quest for service, they have galvanized thousands of people to take on daunting challenges and to turn the seemingly impossible into possible. It is truly inspiring to see how deftly they have combined the power of creativity and compassion to provide a lifeline to many and stimulus to millions. The Real Heroes initiative salutes the power of leadership in making a difference and acknowledges the audacity of these heroes’ imagination and the passionate engagement with their dreams – all geared towards unleashing people’s potential. We are proud to be part of this initiative in association with CNN-IBN, for the third year in a row.”
Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, IBN18 Network added, “It gives us great pride to laud the efforts of these unsung heroes who serve as the champions of the common man. We are confident that the Real Heroes movement will continue to grow as these outstanding citizens continue to serve as a shining example to hundreds of others to work together to build a better civil society” 
About Network18

Network18 [BSE: 532798,NSE: Network18] is one of India's leading full play media conglomerates with interests in television, print, internet, filmed entertainment, mobile content and allied businesses. Through its holding in Television Eighteen India Ltd (TV18) [BSE: 532299, NSE: TV-18], Network18 operates India’s leading business news television channels, CNBC-TV18 and CNBC Awaaz. It also runs one of India’s largest Internet players - Web18, as well as one of India’s leading real time financial information and news terminals - Newswire18. TV18 has recently expanded into print with Infomedia18, a newly formed entity following the acquisition of Infomedia, India's leading player in the special interest publishing and printing operations space.TV18 has also announced collaboration with Forbes media for the launch of a business magazine in India. Through its holding in ibn18 Broadcast Ltd (ibn18) [BSE: 532800,NSE: ibn18], Network18 operates in the general news and entertainment space with leading general news channels CNN-IBN and IBN7 and has launched IBN Lokmat, a Marathi news channel in partnership with the Lokmat group. ibn18 also operates a joint venture with Viacom, called Viacom18 which houses the MTV, VH1 and Nickelodeon channels in India - as also Studio18, the Group’s filmed entertainment operation and has launched ‘Colors’, a Hindi general entertainment channel. Additionally, Network18 holds the Group’s online & on-air home shopping venture, Homeshop18 and its full spectrum events management venture, E18.
Disclaimer: 

"ibn18 Broadcast Limited is proposing, subject to market conditions and other considerations, an offer of its equity shares on rights basis and has filed a Draft Letter of Offer with the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI"). The Draft Letter of Offer is available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and the website of the Lead Manager at www.icicisecurities.com. Investors should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and are requested to refer to the section titled "Risk Factors" of the Draft Letter of Offer for details of the same." 
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