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Saluting the Real Heroes of our Society

~ CNN-IBN & RIL announces the 4th Edition of Real Heroes ~

New Delhi, 27th July:  They dedicated their lives to improve the ills that plague society; they worked hard to make the world a better place for countless people, tirelessly dedicating themselves to the cause of the common man. Now it is our turn to salute and honour those unsung heroes of our nation, who have quietly worked for the benefit of others. CNN-IBN, India’s leading English News Channel and Reliance Industries Limited, India’s largest private sector enterprise are proud to announce the 4th edition of Real Heroes, an initiative that honors the torch bearers of our nation who have selflessly devoted their lives towards bringing a better tomorrow. These 24 unsung heroes from across the nation will be felicitated in a gala event to be held in Mumbai on August 17, 2011. 

The initiative of Real Heroes since its first edition in 2008 is an inspiration for the common man to facilitate change at the grass-root level with their perseverance and hard work. These Real Heroes who have worked tirelessly to provide unique solutions for issues impacting the community, thereby setting a worthy example for the rest of society, have been identified by the nationwide network of IBN18 reporters and then short-listed by the CNN-IBN editorial board. The 24 Real Heroes from across India (6 from each zone) North, East, West and South will be honored for their work classified in the categories of Women Welfare, Social Welfare, Health and Disability, Youth, Education and Children, Environment  & Sports. Each Real Hero will also be awarded with a cash prize. 
These Real Heroes will also be showcased in four special half hour episodes every weekend from 29 July to 21 August 2011 on CNN-IBN (Fri 8:30 PM), IBN7 (Sat 5:30 PM) and IBN-LOKMAT (Sun 7:30 PM). One segment in each of these half hour specials will also focus on Real Heroes from previous editions highlighting their fund aided work post felicitation by CNN-IBN & RIL. 
For more information on the initiative, log on to www.realheroes.com
Speaking on the initiative, Ms. Nita Ambani, President, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation said, “It is a matter of pride for us to be associated with this movement that honours the dedication and courage of the unsung heroes of India who are working selflessly to make our society better for their fellow countrymen. Such inspirational work undertaken by these people, with limited resources but unlimited belief, is an inspiration for all of us.”

Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, CNN-IBN, IBN7 & IBN-Lokmat, added, “The 4 year old initiative has turned into a full-fledged movement saluting those selfless individuals who have dedicated themselves to causes that have made the lives of many others meaningful. These Real Heroes are working day in and out without any expectation of personal gain, and we hope that through this initiative we are set a shining example for others to follow.”

About Network18

The Network18 Group is one of India's leading media companies with interests in television, internet, filmed entertainment, e-commerce, magazines, mobile content and allied businesses. Through its holding in ‘TV18 Broadcast Ltd.’ [BSE: 532800, NSE: ibn18], the group operates India’s leading television broadcasting and distribution assets. This includes India’s leading business news channels - CNBC-TV18 and CNBC Awaaz, India’s premier general news channels – CNN-IBN and IBN7, and IBN-Lokmat, a leading Marathi regional news channel in partnership with the Lokmat group. ‘TV18 Broadcast’ also operates a joint venture with Viacom, called Viacom18, which houses a portfolio of India’s market leading entertainment channels – Colors, MTV, VH1 and Nick - and Viacom18 Motion Pictures, the group’s filmed entertainment business. In a pioneering foray into television distribution, the group has established a strategic alliance with Sun Group, SUN18, the first truly Pan-India distribution company and slated to be one of the biggest distribution entities in the market. The group has also recently announced a move into the Indian factual entertainment space through AETN18, a joint venture with A+E Networks (formerly A&E Television Networks) which operates acclaimed global brands like History, Bio, Crime & Investigation Network and Lifetime. Through ‘Network18 Media & Investments Ltd.’ [BSE: 532798, NSE: Network18], the group operates its digital, publishing and e-commerce assets including one of India’s largest internet players Web18 which houses the country’s leading web content properties such as  moneycontrol.com, ibnlive.com, in.com and firstpost.com. ‘Network18’ also operates India’s leading ecommerce properties – HomeShop18 and bookmyshow.com, and Forbes India, the nation's first local edition of a foreign news magazine title and the world’s most influential business brand, in collaboration with Forbes Media. In addition, through ‘Network18’, the group operates Newswire18, one of India’s leading real time financial information and news terminal services, and Infomedia18, the country’s leading player in the special interest publishing space as well as E18, the group’s full spectrum event management venture and Sport18, its sports management and marketing venture. ‘Network18’ holds a controlling interest in ‘TV18 Broadcast’ and investments in Yatra, DEN Networks and other Capital18 portfolio companies. For more information, log on to www.network18online.com
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