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Dr. Abhay Bang & Rani Bang Awarded for ‘Lifetime Achievement’ at Real Heroes Awards
~ Bestowed for bringing a remarkable change in healthcare system in tribal regions of Maharashtra ~

Mumbai, August 18, 2011: Renowned medicos Dr. Abhay Bang and Dr. Rani Bang who played a remarkable role in changing the healthcare scenario in the neglected areas of tribal regions of Maharashtra were conferred with lifetime achievement award at the 4th Edition of Real Heroes. Business leaders Mr. Mukesh Ambani and Mrs. Nita Ambani, renowned Sarod player Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, famous film-maker Mr. Yash Chopra, legendary singer Mrs. Asha Bhonsle and former-cricketer Mr. Anil Kumble, all of who have lent their voices to a number of social causes were the Guests of Honour at the ceremony. This annual award initiative of CNN-IBN in partnership with Reliance Industries Limited honours the unsung heroes who have taken an extra step to make our society a better place to live. 

Dr. Abhay Bang and Dr. Rani Bang, Co-Founder, Chetna Vikas, a non profit organization in Wardha district realized that further education was required in public health to delve deep and understand the larger health-care issues faced by tribals. Their admirable work has brought a remarkable change to these regions where healthcare was negligible. A friendly hospital with dedicated health workers and trained traditional birth attendants help the inhabitants with timely medical aid. Dr Abhay Bang and Dr Rani Bang have also worked actively towards reviving traditional medicine, realizing that community mobilization combined with the optimum use of existing facilities is the only way to solve the crises in the interior areas. The couple also came into limelight as they succeeded in banning liquor in Gadchiroli district in the year 1992 and set the first example in India where liquor was banned due to public demand.

 

Speaking on the occasion Mrs. Nita Ambani, Chairperson, Reliance Foundation, said “Mukesh keeps talking about India needing unique developmental models -- to achieve its true potential. Our Real Heroes have demonstrated time and again how this can be achieved at the grassroots level. Our Real Heroes make us proud Indians. They stand tall like lighthouses guiding us in nation building. They give us the strength to impact the lives of others. They represent the noble spirit of service and sacrifice. We salute you -- our Real Heroes. We salute the spirit of benevolence, generosity and sacrifice. You have proved a simple but profound truth… That ordinary people have the potential of extraordinary achievements.”

Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, CNN-IBN, IBN7 & IBN-Lokmat, added, “The 4 year old initiative has turned into a full-fledged movement saluting those selfless individuals who have dedicated themselves to causes that have made the lives of many others meaningful. These Real Heroes are working day in and out without any expectation of personal gain, and we hope that through this initiative we are set a shining example for others to follow.”
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