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24 Selfless Heroes of India honoured
~ CNN-IBN & RIL present the 4th Edition of Real Heroes Awards ~
Mumbai, August 17, 2011: Heroes do not come from heaven; they live amongst us until they face their moment of reckoning. In an endeavour to discover the selfless heroes of our society, CNN-IBN India’s No. 1 English News Channel in partnership with Reliance Industries Limited India’s largest private sector enterprise, today announced the winners of 4th Edition of ‘Real Heroes Awards’. These 24 Real Heroes have who have redefined humanity by dedicating their life towards the betterment of society were felicitated at a glittering gala ceremony held in Mumbai in the presence of the crème de la crème of the nation. These exceptional individuals who have worked tirelessly for the betterment of society with unwavering determination and courage were felicitated with a trophy and a cash prize of INR 5.0 lacs each.

The grand finale of the award ceremony will telecast on XYZ at XYZ (sahir pls send details).

These inspiring Real Heroes have changed the face of our society through their unparallel contributions and this initiative is a tribute to salute the Real Heroes for working towards bringing a change in our society. The CNN-IBN editorial board has short-listed 24 Real Heroes from across India (6 from each zone) North, South, East & West with their work the categories of Women Welfare, Social Welfare, Health and Disability, Environment, Youth, Education & Children, and Sports. 

Business leaders Mr. Mukesh Ambani and Mrs. Nita Ambani, renowned Sarod player Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, famous film-maker Mr. Yash Chopra, legendary singer Mrs. Asha Bhonsle and former-cricketer Mr. Anil Kumble, all of who have lent their voices to a number of social causes were the Guests of Honour at the ceremony. 

Speaking on the occasion Mrs.Nita Ambani, Chairperson, Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation, said “We take immense pleasure in being associated with an initiative that highlights the achievements of the real change agents in India. The Real Heroes epitomize the human spirit of believing in ourselves and how the power of such belief can bring about lasting changes and dignity to the lives of others. It is inspiring to pay a tribute to such people who have risen from the ordinary confines of daily existence to take up a cause and belief that brings betterment to society on so many levels. We are proud to be part of this initiative for the fourth year in a row”

Rajdeep Sardesai, Editor-in-Chief, CNN-IBN, IBN7 & IBN Lokmat, said “Each one of these real heroes has performed an extraordinary feat to promote the welfare of their fellow citizens and society as a whole. Their path wasn’t easy and they have battled tremendous odds be it a personal tragedy or social opposition or financial constraints to make a positive impact. These heroes have shown us that change can be effected by any of us as citizens of this country, as long as there is a belief system and dedicated effort to back up our ideals.” 

About Network18:
The Network18 Group is one of India's leading media companies with interests in television, internet, filmed entertainment, e-commerce, magazines, mobile content and allied businesses. Through its holding in ‘TV18 Broadcast Ltd.’ [BSE: 532800, NSE: ibn18], the group operates India’s leading television broadcasting and distribution assets. This includes India’s leading business news channels - CNBC-TV18 and CNBC Awaaz, India’s premier general news channels – CNN-IBN and IBN7, and IBN-Lokmat, a leading Marathi regional news channel in partnership with the Lokmat group. ‘TV18 Broadcast’ also operates a joint venture with Viacom, called Viacom18, which houses a portfolio of India’s market leading entertainment channels – Colors, MTV, VH1 and Nick - and Viacom18 Motion Pictures, the group’s filmed entertainment business. In a pioneering foray into television distribution, the group has established a strategic alliance with Sun Group, SUN18, the first truly Pan-India distribution company and slated to be one of the biggest distribution entities in the market. The group has also recently announced a move into the Indian factual entertainment space through AETN18, a joint venture with A+E Networks (formerly A&E Television Networks) which operates acclaimed global brands like History, Bio, Crime & Investigation Network and Lifetime. Through ‘Network18 Media & Investments Ltd.’ [BSE: 532798, NSE: Network18], the group operates its digital, publishing and e-commerce assets including one of India’s largest internet players Web18 which houses the country’s leading web content properties such as  moneycontrol.com, ibnlive.com, in.com andfirstpost.com. ‘Network18’ also operates India’s leading ecommerce properties – HomeShop18 and bookmyshow.com, and Forbes India, the nation's first local edition of a foreign news magazine title and the world’s most influential business brand, in collaboration with Forbes Media. In addition, through ‘Network18’, the group operates Newswire18, one of India’s leading real time financial information and news terminal services, and Infomedia18, the country’s leading player in the special interest publishing space as well as E18, the group’s full spectrum event management venture and Sport18, its sports management and marketing venture. ‘Network18’ holds a controlling interest in ‘TV18 Broadcast’ and investments in Yatra, DEN Networks and other Capital18 portfolio companies. For more information, log on to www.network18online.com
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